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Re: Expanding Opportunities Project
Goal: Increase the number and quality of school-based mental health providers school-based mental health providers (SBMH) in high-need schools. Focus on districts that are rural or frontier communities with high at-risk and vulnerable student populations, including schools with high chronic absenteeism rates. 

Eligible Participants
· Funding Opportunities for Graduate Students Pursuing an Eligible Degree to be a School-Based Mental Health Provider 

· Eligible Degrees include School Counselors, School Social Workers, School Psychologists, and Applied Behavioral Analysis

· Existing master’s level or above licensed school-based mental health professionals who provide direct mental health services to students.

· School Counselors, School Social Workers, School Psychologists, and Applied Behavioral Analysts
Academic Support Incentives

· Up to $3000 of academic support for 1st year in the EOP

· Each additional qualifying year, the amount increases by $500 dollars

· Internship/Practicum Placement Stipends 

· $5000 stipend for completing a practicum/internship in an approved EOP high-needs school/district

· May claim a maximum of two qualifying stipends for a total of $10,000

· Licensure Reimbursement

· Up to $300 for initial school-based mental health license and official study materials.

· Salary Enhancement Stipend

· Licensed SBMH providers who have worked in a qualifying school district providing mental health services for one year or more may receive a stipend of $2000

· May continue to apply for a stipend once a year. Amount of stipend increases by $500 each year.

· Qualifying School Districts: All school districts in New Mexico are eligible except schools in Albuquerque, Las Cruces, Santa Fe, and all private schools. 

HOW TO APPLY

If you meet the qualifications as a graduate student or SBMH provider, go to EOP website and apply:

https://www.nmeop.com/
Questions:

Contact https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/safe-healthy-schools/the-expanding-opportunities-project-eop/
The New Mexico Highlands University Counseling Department is CACREP accredited and offers a master’s degree in School Counseling. The master’s is 60 credit hours.

If you already have a master’s degree in a counseling concentration other than school counseling (e.g. clinical mental health counseling, rehabilitation counseling), NMHU also offers a School Counseling Certificate Program (PED K-12). The certificate requires 12 credit hours. 


School Counseling (PED K-12)
The Certificate Program in School Counseling qualifies a person to sit for the PRAXIS - School Counselor exam through the PED. Upon passing this exam, the person can apply for a school counselor license and be eligible to work in public and private schools as a school counselor.

Required courses: 
COUN 6020 Counseling Children and Adolescents (3)
COUN 6150 Family and Couples Counseling (3)
COUN 6200 School Counseling P-12 (3)
COUN 6984 Internship: School Counseling (3)

Certificate Total: 12 credit hours
If you have a master’s degree in another field (e.g. education), the Certificate can be expanded to meet the PED’s pathway 1 requirement of at least 36 graduate hours in school counseling to include a practicum/internship in a school setting.
For more information about the NMHU School Counseling master’s degree or School Counseling certificate, contact:

Geri Glover at GJGlover@nmhu.edu
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